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A 
EVIEV 
OE THE 

Affairs of FRANCE: 


_ Purg’d from the Errors and Partiality of New/-Writers 


Numb. 9. 


and Petty-State/men, of all Sides. 


Tuefdap, April 4. 1704. 


on this Paper, on Acconnt of the 
earneft Care I have taken to repre- 
fent the French Greatnefs in its proper Di- 
menfion:, and fer our Enemies in a true 


I Am content to Rear fome Refleétions 


ight, it being equally Injurious to us, as: 


6 People, to believe them either too big, or 
wo littic. 

It no way difturbs me, to hear my felf 
olli'd 2 Farchite, 2 Frenchman, and fome- 
times a Papi? ; one that expofes the Na- 
kednefs of the Confederacy; betrays the 
Weaknefs of our Friends, and the like. 

But ’tis a fingular fatisfaétion to me, That 
purfuant to the firft Defign, J can yet hear 
no body contradiét ir, as to Truth of Katt, 
a charge me with Falfhood and Partiality- 

This, together with the ufefulnefs of my 
Defign fatisfies me alfo, with refpeét to 
the meannefs of the manner, and the Work 
of Writing a Peny Paper, which as it is 
enly writing a Hiftory fheet by fheet, and 
Ieting the World jee it as I go on, does no 
way Jeffen the real Value of the Delign, 
however low fuch a ftep may fect to he. 

And tho’ it may feem below the Digni- 
ty of an-Hiftorian thus to retail his Under- 
taking to the World, yet this, and a Thou- 
fand lower fteps than this, lam ready to 
take, if the end ard defign of this Under- 


taking may bethe better purfued, Vig: 
To open the Eyes of Mankind to the true 
Intereft of their Native Country. 

And asI have very good Teftimony, 
that for this end purely, and Abftraéted 
from the Mercenary Profpeét of Writing, 
I have undertaken this Work, having ne= 
ver accepted the leaft Gratification for my 
Labout, foi fhall think my felf fufficiently 
Rewarded, if ¥can finifh my Defign, with 
the fame Approbation that Wifer Men than 
J have thought due to the Undertaking. 

The unqueitioned Benefit to this Na- 
tion of feing our Ddnger ,- and of 
knowing the worft’.of our Difficulties, 
is Satista€tion beyond the Power of Re-~ 
proach to fhake; and as topraife, 1 ana 
very willing to refer itto the Fyent, when 
it will be beft known whether I fhall de-~- 
ferve it. 

In the mean time, If they cannot fay £ 
have reprefented the French greater than 
they are, made undue Comments upon 
their growing Power, or fuggefted unjuft 
Probabilities as the Confequences of the 
Premifes: If I have neither faid any thing 
untrue of what is, or unlikely of what we 
expeds for vbe reff let them fay ons 1 muft. 
yet give a ftroke or two more, before I tinifh 
this Piece of ft.ll bes and betore we’ cat 


arrive 


arrive at a true Idea of the Formidable 
French Greatnefs. ana 

In the former theets I have viewed the 
Fronticrs of France, and Examined chem 
with relpeet co their immediate Action 
with their Eneniies, with whonrthey every 
where carry om an otteniive War. 

I divided the, Remainder of this Work 


into tlivee Heads ; of which the firft is, Tue. 


extraordinary Msthods of Government, 


which are now in Ute ia that Kingdom, as. 


to their own Subjzéts. 

’Tisa long cise agodince France loft her 
Liberty, Imean, Since the People of that 
Monarchy had any Legiflative Right; Par- 
ligments haye remained fhere to this day, 
but as they are divefted of any Power or 
part in the Government, they are rather 
Courts of Judicature, than Members of 
the Cenftitution; and this I only touch upon 
here, referring the Accounts of the Rife 
and Fall of Parliaments in France to a. 
Chapter by it (elf. 

le may fuihce here to-Note, That the 
Legillative and Executive Power is in the 
King, he raifes Armies, Levies Taxes 5 
makes Laws, and difpenfes with them ac- 
cording tohis Abfolute independent. Piga- 
fure, wholly Arbitrary and Defpotick. 

To ask whether this be for the Eafe of the 
Suajeéts or no, is juft as reafosable a Que- 
&ion, as.whether it be moft for a. Man’s 
Eale, to be a Freeman ora Slave; to-have 
ajufe Right to his Inheritance and to claim 
it by Law, or to have it and his Life Pre- 
carious,and at the Will of his Prince ? - 

But where the Ends of Government dif; 
fer, and the Oprefhon of the. Subjeét is 
not reckon’d a Confideraticn worth Natice 
in the Cafe;. there, without doubt, Arbi- 
wary Abfolute Gavernment is heft, becaufe 
it moft conduces to the end aim’d at. 

And this is enough to the Prefent Argus 
ment, of, which this is the Abftraét, That 
where the Glory of the Conqueft, -and the 
Rawrels of the King is the defign of a Go; 
vernment, Arbitrary Power is the moft 
He Method in the World to bring it te 
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And this is she true Charagter of the 
prefent Conftitution of the Governmept 
in France. Their Kjng is Abfolute,.every 
Maa Odeys withoyt reforye, andhe Com, 


age * 7 


0 
mands without reftraint: If he oppreffes 
them, they fubmit; ifhe loofens the Reins 
and {toops to do them Right, they Bow at — 
his Foor, and thank him for the. Jutti . 
which in our Country re Command: 18% 
Subjegt_ offend, he is Punith'd oe 
Dimentions of the Crime, and the Nat x 
of the Offence, but as his Majefiy fhall di- 
reat 3 and takes it¥ur a Favour to have bis. 
Punifhment fqaar'd according to the Na- 
ture of the Offene. In thurt, He.is the 
King of whom the Scripture tells us, vis 
Wrath is as the. Roaring o8 a lyon, and no 
Man 21n fay unto kim, rebar deesi thou? 

*Tis not my Prefene Work, co Dilcourfe 
of the Nature and Realons of Governmc aa, 
of Compitts between King and People ; of 
Original Right by Pevpr.e y of time; of 
Native Freedoir, Submiffioa, Sc. 7hings 
many Pecple talk of, and fee undzrftard. £ 
fhall endeavour fo avoid all Reiicttions of 
that Nature, being not Party-Mao. enough 
for that Work, at leaft I refolve this fiall 
net be-a Party-Paper - ‘ 

But this is the thing before me to-make 
it. out, That this Abiolute. Delporick Go- 
vernment, whatever other Scandalsit may 
Ne under, is properly adapted tw the French 
Greatnefs ; and thac the Methods of their 
Government at home have been particulars 
ly fuited to, and a very great Reafon of 
their Greatne{s abroad. 

And this_is Apparent from the Experi 
ence of the Prefent Age, wherein we fee 
the French putting themf{elves forth to the 
uimoft Extremity at Home,-in Order 
Maintain the Glory of. their Cunquefts 
Abroad 
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The Particulars, in which this Defpo 
tick Government at Home. is adapted tp 
to. their Great Deligns, are thefe. 

1,."Fhe Abfolute Dependence, which the 
whole Body of. the Gentry and Nobility 
have on the, Favour,of their Prince;. This 
is fuch, and fo generally. Influencesall the 
Great Families in France 3, That for a Gea- 
tleman, or.a.Man of Quality in Frazce, 
to be out of the King’s Fayour, is to ke 
undone ; he accounts himfelf and: bis Fami- 
ly ruin’d, and has nothing left wim to de, 
but by Friends or. Intereftaad with the 
laweft Submifion, to regain the Favour of 
his Prince, or.elfe go home and Hang bim- 
elf 
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nily, to lofe his Intereft at Court: 
1 is plain, either the Army, Re- 
ne Church or the Law, one time 
 Employs all the Gentlemen in 
{ ation.. “There is not a Family inthe 

a Ope but. either have been, are, or 
expect to be Employed and Advanc’d,; and 

to make their Fortunes from the Publick 


 Employments. 

_ *Fis Confefs’d, the Gentry of France 

ar Numerous; but whoever pleafes 
‘to look into the Infinite Nember of Em- 

- ployments in the Kingdom, will not think 


—Confiderations, are more or Ie Em. 
_ ploy’d in them; when we Conjfider, that 
there are above 30500Men Employ’d inthe 
~~ King’s Revenue; when we Refleét cn the 
Officers of 3o00cco Soldiers, and the vaft 
Number of Non-Commiflion Othcers and 
Cadets ; when we Examine the Ojficers 
in iso Ships, Great and Small, 30 Gal- 
lies, and 12 Marine Regiments, the 
Intendaats of Provinces, Governours of 
Towns, and the like. The Officers of the 
_ Parliaments, and the prodigious Number of 
- Civil Employments of the Numerous Cler- 
gy, coniifting €as our Hiftorians pretend ) 
of abore 1o0c0o, moftof whom are of the 
7 Gentry, and are conftantly watching the 
: Caurt, as the Heaven they look after for 
j 
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heir Happinefs. 
: “Tis Ge Wenders that the Favour of the 


King is of fo vaftan Importance, where he 
has fuch a prodigious Number of Gifts to 


beftow. pete : 
Icannot fpeak of this without looking 


1 Prince 


je ftrange, that ail the Families of any 


oe 
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rince can no fooner difcountenance an Of- 
ficer, or if he happen to require any Ssr- 
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vice of him which he does not oy em 


he’ll_prefently come and reli is: 
Golden Key, or his white Sa oid his 
Majefty, he i forry be cannot ferve him any 
Jonger ; and delire Leave to lay down ard 
retire into the Country. This is Language: 
not to be heard at Verfuilies.. If the belt 
Man in the Kingdom fhould fay foto the 
King of France, he would finda Dire&ion 
from his Majefty next Hour, what Part of 
the Kingdom he fhould retire to; perhaps 
at Le bow de Vincennes, the Baftile, or {ome 


fuch like Place, 


But as he is fought to for his Favour 
with the greateft Affiduity, fo he is on the 
other Hand ferv’d with the greateft Fideli- 
ty: "Tis very rare to find his Councils he- 
tray’'d, or his Commands ili executed ; 
one is the Confequence of the other, and 
both together concur to the Succefs of his 
Enterprizes. 

I muft crave Leave to. make fome ufeful 
Remarks from this Circumftance of the 
French Government in many Parts of this 
enfuing Work ; andthe Want of this Sub- 
ferviency and Dependence fhews it feif a- 
mong us in the Treachery aad ill Bahavi- 
our of Rerfons employ’d. 


T fhall purfue this in the next Paper, on- 
ly noting before hand that this Sebferve 
ency and Fidelity of Officers, is not a De= 
pendent upon Delpotic Government, meer~ 
ly as fuch, but might eafily by proper Ma- 
thods be obtained in other Countrys, and 
particularly in our own. 


Mercure Scandale : 
“ip Yada VS 


ApviceE from the 


HE Undertakers of this Paper re- 
ceiv’d a Summons to appear before 
the Club,.froma certain Learned Gentle- 
man, who was offended at Dr. “7- 
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Scandalous Crue: 


Advertifement, for the Care of a Scanda- 
lous Diftemper. 

Che Gentleman alledg’d, that it-was be 
low the Dignity of the Dedign, coca 
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‘ountreys, Where the 
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ro be fomewbat 
and toteli’emy, That f ple 
or any other Papers bee-what tome way or 
other hed Occation for him, The Society 
deiir'd him to confider where he was, and 
thatif he went on, they thould be oblig’d 

so take Notice of him. ; 
The Doétor then proceeded to enter up- 
on the Dignity his Profefion, and 
talk’d of _7:/culapius, Paracelfus, and all the 
Learned Anceftors of the College, and 
sad a Jong Lecture of the Quality of 
«a/Phyfician; he very learnedly ftated the 
Matter between a Quack and a Collegi- 
<ate; and proved that “twas no more 


Duhonovr tv have an Advertifement of his _ 


there, than that of Dr. Luczs’s plain Man’s 
<suide.to Heaven; other than that one 
was toCure theBody and the orher the Soul. 
_ This having occafion’d a long Debate, 
the Society at laft refolved, 

That exactly at Six Months after the 
Pevple fhail be pleas’d t0 leave off Who- 
ring, and confequently be but of Danger 
of this fcandalous. Difeafe, this Ad- 
vertile ment fhould be left. out fuper- 
nuous. ; : 
.- Lbep the Printer of the Loxdon- Poft was 
brought before the Club for. !'wo moit {can- 

~dalous Crimes. | SS F 

Fir, for Printing, that the Author of: 
icraclitvs Ridens was Committed to New- 
site, which was prov’d to be falfe, the 

sPerfon hinlelf appearing to Demand Ju- 
Rice againf&{ him, - - 

The Society willingly declared, that it 
was a Icandalous thing to print Men into 
Jay) betore their Times and for fo barba- 
rousan Aétion, ordered him to pubilfh the 


and formerly Fellow of Eman ri College - 
Cambridge. Printed for ry Vale, a! q “ 
Angel in St. Pasi’s Ch Yard: 170g, ° * * 
Juft Publith'd, . 
A ay ay the Lobby. price 64. 


A — the Bill ae iy Occafional 
onformity. Printed fur G. Sambridge, 
and Sold by ¥. Nutt, near Stationcts Hall, 
ToM Double againft Dr, D’Aven.:nt 5 or. 
The Learnes Author of the Eilay on 
Pcace at Home and War Abroad, contider- 
ed, fu far as his pat Actions run Counter 
to his Prefent. Alio the feveral Heads of 
Sir Humphrey Mackworth’s Vindication of the 
Proceedings of the Houfe of Commons,upon 
the Bill for preventing the Danger from Oc- 
cafional Conformity : With fome Remarks 


rear 
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Dottors Commons,” 
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